131.   BRAVE BENGAL

Bengal seems to have truly woken up this time. News is received every
week that the more the Government is adamant on partitioning Bengal,
the more determined the Bengalis are in their opposition. On the very
day1 the Government installed with great pomp and ceremony the new
Governor at Dacca, the Bengalis observed hartal* in Calcutta and held
a mammoth meeting attended by 100,000 men and laid the foundation
stone of the Federation Hall, thus demonstrating their solidarity. The
movement to buy and use only swadeshi goods is rapidly gathering
strength.

[From Gujarati]
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132.   OUR DUTT

It has come to our knowledge that some Indians are offended by our
article on the plague. We are sorry, but not surprised. We should rather
be complimented on drawing attention to the subject, but we are being
blamed because we do not hesitate to mention others' faults. Thanks to
the plague, many villages in India have been laid waste, numerous
families entirely wiped out, and people are running in fright from
one place to another. Wherever there has been plague outside India,
our people have largely been responsible for importing it, and its
quick eradication from those parts has been due to the fact that the
task of combating it is generally in the hands of other people. What is
the duty of the Press, that is, our duty, on such an occasion ? We could
easily win the applause of the people by suppressing their faults. But we
would fail utterly in our duty if we did so. Our duty is to serve the
people. While championing their rights, if we happen to observe any of
their shortcomings, we must bring these to their notice. If instead of
doing so we went on flattering them, we would be playing the part
of an enemy. As we said at the very outset, we shall boldly defend our
people if our opponents speak ill of them; but at the same time, if we
notice any shortcomings in our people, we shall fearlessly expose
them to the public gaze and urge their removal. Who will do this if we
don't ? We have never cherished, nor do we do so now, the idea of
doing anything simply to please others. It is our duty to administer the
bitter pill. It is quite obvious that, when plague breaks out amongst us, it
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